Is common variable hypogammaglobulinemia linked to HLA? A family study.
Two patients with common variable hypogammaglobulinemia (CVH) and their families, who came from different ethnic backgrounds, were surveyed for the level of immunoglobulins (Ig) and HLA genotypes. Six of 10 siblings and the mother in one family had a decreased level of one of the major classes of Ig (IgA in 5, IgM in 1 and IgG in the mother). A similar decrease was found in three of six siblings in the other family (IgG in one, IgA in one and IgM in one). HLA genotyping disclosed that affected and nonaffected family members had identical genotypes, suggesting that hypogammaglobulinemia in CVH is not linked to a specific HLA genotype.